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� RSS is :

� really hard to describe

� a form of XML

� stands for

� Rich Site Summary

� RDF Site Summary 

� Really Simple Syndication

� is best understood when you actually use it!

Blogs & RSS: Levine
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� RSS is really for machines to read, not humans.

� It’s an XML schema

� The RSS file updates itself automatically.

� RSS tastes great! No, RSS is less filling! (Seven different ways, plus 
Atom -- http://www.atomenabled.org/).

� You can tell there is an RSS “feed” if you see:

�

�

�

�

� “Syndicate this site”
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You need an aggregator!

http://allrss.com/rssreaders.html
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� A piece of software

� Desktop (on your computer) or

� Web-based (on a server somewhere)

1. Subscribe to sites by adding their RSS “feeds” to your 
aggregator

2. The aggregator scans your subscriptions for new content at 
specified intervals (usually every hour)

3. Content from those sites is then syndicated into one place

� Saves time and clicks

� It’s like creating your own newspaper!
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Keeping Current without an Aggregator 
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Keeping Current with an Aggregator 
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Aggregator – 1 Click
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� Bloglines –http://www.bloglines.com/

� Free!

� Server-based, so can access it from anywhere 
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1. Go to Bloglines –http://bloglines.com/

2. Create an account

3. Find a site you want to read regularly and look for an RSS 
feed for it (can also search for it within BL)

4. Copy the URL of the feed and paste it into your 
Bloglines account or click on “Subscribe”

5. Visit Bloglines regularly to see what new content has 
arrived!

Subscribe to email lists in Bloglines! –
http://www.blogdriverswaltz.com/archive/000668.html
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� Bloglines for Librarians in Three (and a half) Easy Steps --
http://joy.mollprojects.com/myprojects/rss/quickrss.html

� LawLibTech: RSS Tutorial Using Bloglines -
http://www.lawlibtech.com/archives/000129.html

� WisBlawg --http://wisblawg.blogspot.com/2004/09/tutorial-
on-reading-blogs-with.html
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� BlogBridge (free, cross-platform) –http://blogbridge.com/

� Bloglet (free, RSS via email) –http://www.bloglet.com/

� FeedDemon ($29.95) –http://www.feeddemon.com/

� iPod Agent ($15) --
http://www.ipodsoft.com/index.php?/software/ipodagent

� NetNewsWire ($39.95, Mac) –http://ranchero.com/netnewswire/

� NewsGator ($29 for Outlook plugin, $5.95/month-$19.95/month for 
online services) –http://www.newsgator.com/

� Pluck (free, integrates in Internet Explorer) -http://www.pluck.com/

� QuickNews ($14.95, for Palm) -
http://www.standalone.com/palmos/quick_news/

� Sage (free FireFox extension) --http://sage.mozdev.org/
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� ALA JobList --
http://joblist.ala.org/modules/jobseeker/controller.cfm

� BBC News Online --
http://www.vaporum.co.uk/locked/rss_search/

� FindArticles.com --http://www.findarticles.com/

� PubMed –http://www.pubmed.org/

� RSSAuction –http://www.rssauction.com/

� Yahoo News –http://news.yahoo.com/

� Yahoo Finance Company News --
http://biz.yahoo.com/rss.html



��������������������������������������������������� ���������	
�������
�
��� ������������������



��������������������������������������������������� ���������	
�������
�
��� ������������������



��������������������������������������������������� ���������	
�������
�
��� ������������������



��������������������������������������������������� ���������	
�������
�
��� ������������������



��������������������������������������������������� ���������	
�������
�
��� ������������������

��	
�,��
�
-����
����� 
���
���������
���
.

� So you can slice and dice your content in multiple 
places!

� So your audience can subscribe to your feeds!

� So your staff can subscribe to your feeds!

Fastest  way  is  to  start  a  blog !Fastest  way  is  to  start  a  blog !
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� Better Google
� Bloglines
� Feedster
� PubSub
� BlogPulse
� Technorati
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� Display other feeds on your own site
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� Rely on someone else for Javascript code

� Feed2JS --http://jade.mcli.dist.maricopa.edu/feed/(can also put on 
your server)

� Feedroll (Javascript) --http://www.feedroll.com/

� Parse RSS on your own server

� Blogfeed --http://www.kalsey.com/tools/blogfeed/default.htm

� LastRSS.php --http://lastrss.webdot.cz/

� Magpie --http://magpierss.sf.net/

� Feed on Feeds --http://feedonfeeds.com/

� RSSMix –http://www.rssmix.com/(combines multiple feeds into one)

� List Garden --http://www.softwaregarden.com/products/listgarden/
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� Does the site have a syndication policy?

� Does your site have a syndication policy?

� Examples at http://www.blogwithoutalibrary.net/?p=95
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� Display other feeds on your own site

� Provide feeds out of your existing resources
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� Display other feeds on your own site

� Provide feeds out of your existing resources

� Aggregate information sources for your patrons
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“In terms of WebCT, the presentation I did was in the 
Spring term. It was an experiment and was largely 
successful. In the fall term, I will be working with our 
Systems and IRT department to figure out how to proceed 
further. Students in the WebCT course like it very much. 
The key thing now is to convince our faculty and students 
of its benefits (RSS, blogs, linking through WebCT), etc. 
My consultations with students most of the times result in 
students creating Bloglines account and adding feeds.”

-- Jay Bhatt, Drexel University
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� American Libraries --
http://www.ala.org/cfapps/xml/alonline.xml

� Engineering Village --http://www.engineeringvillage2.org/

� Ingenta provides 28,000 RSS feeds --
http://www.resourceshelf.com/2004/07/ingenta-adds-rss-
feeds.html

� Project Muse --http://feeds.muse.jhu.edu/

� Sage --http://rss.sagepub.com/

� Westlaw Intraclips via RSS --
http://www.lawlibtech.com/archives/000140.html
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ProQuest!
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http://public.csusm.edu/dwalker/swf/rss-demo.htm
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� All About RSS --http://www.faganfinder.com/search/rss.shtml

� Lockergnome’s RSS Resource Site --http://rss.lockergnome.com/

� News that Comes to You --
http://www.ojr.org/ojr/lasica/1043362624.php

� Rich Site Services: Web Feeds for Extended Information and Library 
Services --http://www.llrx.com/features/richsite.htm

� RSS for Non-Techie Librarians --
http://www.llrx.com/features/rssforlibrarians.htm

� RSS Toolkit --
http://www.accessola.com/olita/site/showPage.cgi?page=toolkit/rss/

� RSS4LIB --http://blogs.fletcher.tufts.edu/rss4lib/

� Utah’s RSS Workshop --http://rssgov.com/rssworkshop.html
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� FeedBlitz –http://feedblitz.com/

� FeedBurner –http://www.feedburner.com/

� Rmail –http://www.r-mail.org/

� RSSFwd –http://davidrothman.net/2006/08/29/how-to-
quickly-turn-a-feed-into-email-alerts-with-rssfwd/

� FeedMailer –http://www.feedmailer.net/
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� RSS could replace email newsletters

� Your news, your way, on the go

� Smartphones, PDAs, Tablet PCs, laptops with always-
on Wi-Fi or 3G

� Group aggregation (your company, your school, your industry)

� More Keyword Filtering / Customization

� Podcasting --http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Podcasting

� More Secure Authentication

� Private, password-protected feeds (intranet!)

� Aggregators will be built into operating systems and browsers 
(http://blogs.zdnet.com/BTL/?p=1543)
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