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Fiat Lux, Fiat Latebra: A Celebration of Historical Library Functions by D. W. Krummel (1999)

THE SEVEN AGES OF LIBRARIANSHIP

The changing and cumulative institutional
functions of libraries in Western civilization

A. Occurring most conspicuously in the years beginning roughly:

B. A kind of institution emerged, the objectives
of which may generally be characterized as:

C. The institutional objectives were to serve as a:

D. The library was sponsored by the:

E. The library’s contents were
v seen as comprising mainly:
1. BC 3000 I Working Emerging Evidence of consen-
Quotidian archive civilizations sual understandings
2. BC300 I Centerof  Society insearch A supplement to dis-
Academic culture of authority course and
dialogue
3. AD 500 1L Archival Monastery a. Service to God
Religious shrine (Benedictine) b. Tradition as
authority
4. AD 1350 V. Tesimony  Renaissance Munificence and
Humanistic  to virtue prince beauty in
content and
form
5. AD 1600 V. Basis for Personal scholar ~ The record of the
Scientific knowledge  orinstitution advancement of
and study  (university) learning
6. AD 1700, VI Instrument Government, Public reading
1850 Democratic  for social emanating from matter, in the
betterment  the(moral) polity interests of
explicit values
7. AD 1910,  viL Instrument Government, All communications
1945, Technocratic  for social emanating from media, in the
19707 change the authoritative interests of

(functional) polity implicit values
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